
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1812. Agricultural — Commercial Reports. 421 

and they were inclined to think that this Evidence." This was readily assented to, 

fact had been proved. However doubts it being, in fact, to state nothing more 

having been raised upon it, they were at than what the verdict it/elf would have 

length brought over to the opinion of those imported; for all verdicts of acquittal, 

who conceived that it had not been proved, except where they are in consequence «rf 

but they stipulated with the others, that mere flaws in the pleading, must be in con- 

they should be permitted to state to the sequence of a supposed insufficiency of Evi- 

Court, that they agreed to the Verdict in dence. 
consequence of the " insufficiency of the 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 
From April 20, to May 20, 1812. 

The weather since last report has generally been favourable for sowing the last of the 
spring corn, but the continuance of easterly winds, has checked vegetation, and occa- 
casioned a want of the usual supply of grass for cattle, until the late favourable rains 
have produced an alteration. 

The wheat crops seem healthy, and the late sown oats and barley have a good 
appearance for the time. 

The early sown flax looks well, but a great proportion of that crop has been sown 
rather too late, owing, as is believed, to the high price of provisions, and the dullness of 
the linen trade, which occasions so great a scarcity of money as prevented many of the 
lower class from procuring seed in time. 

There is still a good deal of the Potatoe planting unfinished, the high price of that 
necessary root, has rendered it difficult for many of the same description of people to ob- 
tain seed. Some of the early planted crops have suffered by the extreme cold and wetness 
of the season. The writer of this report has seen several of them examined where the 
plants were not coming up in the usual time, and the sets were found to be almost en- 
tirely destroyed by a small species of white snail. 

Provisions lately appeared to drop in price a little, but have since got up again. Oat- 
meal sold this week as high as 38 shillings per Cwt. of 120lb. in some markets, and 
Potatoes from 9d. to lOd. and in some places at lid. per stone. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

To consummate the multiplied distresses in the situation of these islands arising from 
the war, of which many are still so fond, but which presses so heavily both in its mi- 
litary and commercial bearings, the United States of America have laid an embargo for 
90 dap on their shipping. This measure may be considered as preparatory to a war, 
unless in the meantime, contrary to probability, a line of conciliation is adopted by 
our government. The Americans, as usual, are severely censured for this step in which 
to the impartial, they do not appear to have exceeded the bounds of self-defence, but 
Britain who seems to consider other nations, only as they may be subservient to her 
views of policy, generally distorted and interested, complains of any strong measure in 
opposition to her plan of attack on neutral rights, and like a quarrelsome man, having 
given the cause of provocation, haughtily resents the ill effects of the policy adopted. 

The effects of the embargo will be severely felt with regard te provisions, of which 
so scanty a supply remains. In Ireland and Scotland there is probably more than 
enough-for the use of their inhabitants, but England is essentially deficient, and the drain 
for the armies on the peninsula is great. Part of these supplies was furnished by very large 
importations into Lisbon and Cadiz from America, but they being now cut off, the 
demand from our stocks will be great, and unless supplies from the Baltic should arrive, 
which if war should break out in the north of Europe cannot be expected, Ireland re- 
mains the only granary from which provisions for the armies in Spain and Portugal can 
be drawn. Such a state cannot be estimated without serious alarm, by those who 
know that if we have little to spare from our own consumption, the redundancy is very 
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small. The present high prices prove this fact, and if much is withdrawn, prises of 
grain must advance. The pressure at present is, to speak most favourably of it, as great 
as can be borne. 

The non-importation law in America will probably receive some modifications, so as 
to admit the importation of articles ordered previous to the s« :ond of February, 1811, 
the period of its taking place. This measure, if adopted, will have in view the conve- 
nience ef the American merchants to enable them to get in the goods they had previ- 
ously ordered, and to furnish a stock of British articles, to serve for a time to supply 
their immediate wants incase of a war. But we cannot consider this relaxation of the 
law as indicative of the relinquishment of a prospect of a rupture. 

When it was known, that the embargo was laid on, prices of American produce 
immediately advanced, but the spirit of speculation was not keen, for the severe losses 
formerly experienced,areyetfelt,and the present times are not favourable to great flights. 
The market has since continued in a languid and declining state, and so much depends 
on political changes and proceedings, that an opinion as to our future prospects can 
scarcely be hazarded. Speculation not being active and the real demand excessively 
limited, the prices of American produce, with the exception of grain in the English 
market, have nearly fallen to their former standard. 

Exchange in the United States on Britain has been very unfavourable to them, 
occasioned by their having no importations. Hence the prices of American articles 
have been enhanced to us, and the English not so abundantly supplied with grain, as 
they might have experienced to their essential relief in the present scarcity : for to the 
original cost of the articles, the Americans had to add the loss by exchange. Latterly 
this am ounted from 22 to 25 per Cent. 

Exchange on London has been through this month about 9 to 9J per cent. We can 
name no price for the discount on Bank Notes. Since the passing of the late act, all 
transactions for buying and selling guineas must necessarily be clandestine. The price of 
gold in London fluctuates. It lately fell Is. and a few days after rose 2s. per oz. Silver 
also has been dearer. The London refiners sell fine gold at £.5 7s. per oz. and fine 
silver at 7s. In coin, guineas are only permitted to be valued at JSS 17 10|. While 
this inequality between bullion, and the nominal price of guineas continues, the latter 
will not circulate with paper, and means will be found by the holders, notwithstanding 
legislative restrictions to obtain the full value of the gold. 



The following is the Act, which lately passed the legislature, to make Notes of the 
National Banks a legal tender, and to prevent a traffic in Guineas : — 

An Act to continue' untilTkree Month s after the Commencement of the next Setsion of Parlioment t and 
amend an Act of the last Session of Parliament, for making more effectual Provision for prevent* 
ing the current Gold Coin of the Realm from being paid or accepted for a greater Value than the 
current Value of such Coin ; for preventing any Note or Bill of the Governor and Company of 
the Bank of England from being received for any smaller Sum than ike Sum therein specified; and 
for staying Proceedings upon any Distress by tender of such Notes j and to extend the same to 
Inland. ' ' ' " * [5th May, 1812.] 

Whereas an Act passed in the fifty-first year of the reign of his present Majesty, in- 
tituled " An Act for making more effectual Provision for preventing the current Gold 
Coin of the Realm from being paid or accepted for a greater Value than the current 
Value of such Coin ; for preventing any Note or Bill of the Governor and Company 
of the Bank of England from being received for any smaller Sum than the Sum there- 
in specified; and for staying Proceedings upon any Distress by, tender of such Notes :" 
And whereas it is expedient that the said Act should be continued and amended, and ex- 
tended to Ireland ; be it therefore enacted, by the King's most excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, That, from and after 
the passing of this Act, no person shall receive or pay, for any Gold Coin lawfully cur« 
rent within the United Kingdom, any more in value, benefit, profit, or advantage, 
than the true lawful value which such Gold Coin doth or shall by its denomination 
import, whether such value, benefit, profit, or advantage, be paid, made, or taken in 
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lawful money, or if paid or taken in Great Britain, in any Note or Notes, Bill or Bills 
Of the governor and company of ths Bank of England, ol in any Silver token or token9 
issued by the said governor and company, or if paid or taken in Ireland in Sny Note 
or Notes, Bill or Bills of the governor and company of the Bank of Ireland, or in any 
Silver token or tokens Issued by the said last mentiorted governor and company, or by 
any or all of the said means, wholly or partly, or by any other means, device, shift, 
or contrivance whatsoever ; and every person who shall offend herein, shall be deemed 
and adjudged guilty of a misdemeanour ; and being thereof convicted by due course 
of law, shall suffer six months imprisonment, and find sureties for his or her good be- 
haviour for one year more, t» be computed from the end of the said six months ; and if 
the same person shall afterwards be Convicted a second time of the like offence, such 
person shall for such second offence suffer one year's imprisonment, and find sureties 
for his or her good behaviour for one year more, to be computed from the end of the 
said last-mentioned year ; and if the same person shall afterwards offend against this Act, 
and shall hy due course of law be convicted of any subsequent offence, he or she shall 
be imprisoned for the term of two years for every such subsequent offence. 

II. And be it hereby further enacted, That if any person shall be convicted of receiv« 
log or paying any such Gold Coin, contrary to the said recited Act or this Act, and 
Shall afterwards be guilty of the like offence, the clerk of the assize, or clerk of the 
Peace for the County, city, or place where such conviction was so had, shall, at the 
request of the prosecutor, or any other person on his Majesty's behalf, certify such 
conviction ; for which certificate two shillings and sixpence, and no more, shall be paid j 
and such certificate being produced in court, shall be sufficient proof of such former 
conviction. 

III. And be it further enacted, That no person against whom any Bill of Indictment 
shall be found, at any assizes or sessions of the peace, for any offence against the said 
recited Act or this Act, shall be entitled to traverse the same to any subsequent assizes 
«r sessions ; but the court at which such bill of indictment shall be found, shall forth- 
with proceed to try the persen or persons against whom the same shall be found, unless 
h» or they shall show good cause to be allowed by the court why his, her, or their 
trial should be postponed. 

IV. Provided always, and be it further enacted, that on any prosecution or tri;il of 
any offender or offenders heteafter to be prosecuted or tried for any offeilce against the 
said recited Act or this Act, it shall hot be necessary to pi;ove that the Money, Notes, 
Bills, Tokens, Securities, Warrants, or Orders for payment of Money, or any or either 
of them, received or paid for any such Qold Coin, are respectively good, lawful, and 
current Money of this realm, or good, valid, and effectual Notes, Bills, Tokens, Secu» 
rities, Warrants, or Orders for payment of Money, or that the same Money, Notes, Bills, 
Tokens, Securities, Warrants, or Orders for payment of Money, are respectively of the 
value they on the face of them import ; but that such Money, Notes, Bills, Tokens, 
Securities, Warrants, or Orders for payment of Money, shall be deemed and taken to 
be good, valid, and effectual respectively, and of the respective values which on the 
face of them they import, until the contrary shall be proved, to the satisfaction of th* 
Judge, Justice, or Court .before whom such offender or offenders shall be prosecuted 
or tried respectively s nor shall it be necessary in any such prosecution or trial of any 
offender or offenders hereafter to be prosecuted or tried foi any offence against the said 
recited Act or this Act, tp prove that the Gold Coin received or purchased contrary to 
the said recited Act or this Act, is the current Gold Goin of this realm, but tile same 
shall be deemed and taken so to be, if paid or received as such, until the contrary 
thereof shall be proved to the satisfaction of the Judge, Justice, or Court before whom 
any such offender or offenders shall be prosecuted or tried. 

V. And be it further enacted, that no person shall, by any means, device, shift, or 
contrivance whatsoever, receive or pay in Great Britain any Note, or Notes, Bill or BUI9 
of the governor and company of the Bank of England, or receive or pay in Ireland any 
Note or Notes, Bill or Bills of the governor and company of the Bank of Ireland, for less 
than the amount of lawful Money expressed therein, and to be thereby made payable j 
except only lawful discount on such. Note or Bill as shall not be expressed to be payable 
on demand; and every person who shall offend herein shall Ue deemed and adjudged 
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guilty of a misdemeanour, and being thereof convicted by due course of Jaw shall b* 
subject to a fine of double the amount of the sum of Money specified in such Bill or Note, 
and made payable thereby, and shall suffer imprisonment for a time not exceeding 
three months. 

VI. And be it enacted, that in case any person shall proceed by distress or poinding-, 
to recover from any tenant or other person liable to such distress or 1 poinding, any rent 
or sum of Money due from such tenant or other person, it shall be lawful for such 
tenant or other person, in every such case, in Great- Britain, to tender Notes of the 
governor and company of the Bank of England, or in Ireland to tender Notes of thi 
governor and company of the Bank of Ireland, expressed to be payable on demand, to 
the amount of such rent or sum so due, together with the amount of such costs as shall 
have been incurred by such distress, either alone or together, with a sufficient sum of 
lawful Money, to the person on whose behalf such distress or poinding is made, or to 
the officer or person making such distress or poinding on his behalf j and in case such 
tender shall be accepted, or in case such tender shall be made and refused, the Goods taken 
in such distress or poinding shall be forthwith returned to the party distrained upon 
or against whom such poinding shall have been used, unless the party distraining or 
poinding, and refusing to accept such tender, shall insist that a greater sura is due than 
the sum so tendered, and in such case the parties shall proceed as usual in such cases ; 
but if it shall appear that no more was due than the sum so tendered, then the party 
who tendered such sum shall be entitled to the casts of all subsequent proceedings : 
provided always, that the person to whom such rent or sum of Money shall be due 
shall have and be entitled to all such other remedies for the recovery thereof, exclusive 
of distress or poinding, and exclusive of ejectment for any .forfeiture which shall have 
been incurred by non-payment of such rent, as such person had or was entitled to at the 
time of making such distress or poinding, if such person shall not think proper to accept 
such tender so made as aforesaid : provided also, that nothing herein contained shall 
affect the right of any tenant or other such person as aforesaid having right, to replevy 
or recover the Goods so taken in distress or poinding, in case without making such 
tender as aforesaid he shall so think fit. 

VII. And be it further enacted, That in all cases in which any sum or sums 
of Money is or are required, ordered, directed, decreed, or adjudged to be paid, under 
or by virtue of any rule, order, process, judgment, decree, or other'proceeding of or 
m any court of law or equity or other court, in any part of the united kingdom, or by 
any law, usage, or practice of any court, is or are allowed to be paid' for the staying 
of proceedings, by any party or parties, person or persons, to any other party or par- 
ries, person or persons, or into any court, or into the hands of any officer or officers of 
any court as aforesaid, such payment of such sum or sums of Money as aforesaid, in Notes 
of the governor and company of the Bank of .England, if the same shall be made in 
Great Briiain, or in Notes of the governor and company of the Bank of Ireland, if the 
same shall be made in Ireland, the same respectively being payable on demand, to the 
amount therein expressed, shali be deemed and taken to be good and sufficient payments 
i 1 the law, of the sum or sums eo required, ordered, directed, deemed, or adjudged 
to be paid ; and in all crises in which any Money shall be payable out of any such court 
or courts, or by any officer or officers thereof, or of any of them, iu the discharge of his 
or their duty, as such officer or officers payment of the sums so payable out of such 
court or courts, or by such officer or officers, in Notes or the governor and company 
of the Bank of England if in Great Britain, or in Notes of the governor and company 
of the Bank of Ireland, if in Ireland, [such Notes respectively being payable on de- 
mand, to the amount in such Notes expressed] shall be taken and deemed to be good and 
sufficient payments in the law. ' 

VIII. And be it further enacted, That in all cases in which any sum or sums of Mo- 
ney is or are required to be raised or levied in execution of any, judgment or decree, or 
by virtue of any processor proceeding whatever of any Court of £aw or Equity, or othet 
Court, in any. part of the United Kingdom, or under any distress or proceeding for the 
recovery of any rent, or of any penalty or forfeiture to be raised or levied by distress 
and sale of any goods or chattels* it shall her lawful for the officer or officers, whose 
di.iy it shall be to raise or levy such sum or sums of Monev, to accept Notes of the Gover- 
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nor and Company of the Bank of England, if such money is to be raised or levied in 
Great Britain, or Notes of the Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, if such 
money is to be raised or levied in Ireland, such Notes respectively being payable on de- 
mand to the amount in such Notes expressed, in payment and satisfaction of the Sums 
so to be raised and levied ; and such officer or officers shall not be compelled or 
compellable to pay the amount of the Sums so to be levied or raised, or any part 
thereof, to any person or persons, ox into any Court, otherwise than in Notes of the 
Governor and Company of the Banlcof England, if in Great Britain, or of the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of Ireland, if in Ireland ; and after such raising and levying as 
aforesaid, it shall not be competent by any further proceeding against the partv or per- 
son from whom such sum or sums was or were due, or his effects or estate, to compel 
the raising or levying such sum or sums, or so much thereof as shall have been raised 
and levied and paid in such Notes as aforesaid. 

IX. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That in all such cases as aforesaid, 
every person paying any such Notes into any Court, or into the hands of any officer of any 
Court, in manner aforesaid, or to any person raising or levying any Monc-v under any 
distress, or under the authority of any Court as aforesaid, shall, if required, indorse the 
Notes so paid, and also specify the causes, proceeding, or disiress, in or under which the 
same shall be paid, and shall also, if required, verify the same to be notes of the Go- 
vernor and Company of the Bank of England, if in England, or to be Notes of the Gover- 
nor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, if in Ireland, by affidavit, stating, that the Notes 
so paid, or to be paid, are, to the best of the Knowledge and Belief of the person paving 
the same, Notes of the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, or of the Goveru- 
nor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, as the case may be ; and every person so in- 
dorsing any such Notes shall be liable to pay to the person to whom the same are paid 
out of any court, or by any officer aforesaid, Or under any distress, the full amount 
of the Sum expressed in any of such Notes which may prove to be forged, if any such 
Note or Notes shall be forged Notes. 

X. Provided always and be it enacted, That every person who shall commit in 
Scotland any offence against this Act, which, by the provisions thereof, is constituted 
a misdemeanour, shall be liable to the same fine, penalty, and punishtnent, as are 
are prescribed for the like offence in England. 

XI. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That this Act shall continue and 
be in force to and until three months after the commencement of the next session of 
parliament, and no longer. 

NATURALISTS' REPORT. 

From the 20th April la the 20th May, 1812. 

April 24, Sloe Thorn (Prunus Spinosa), and Ground Ivy (Glechoma Hederacea), flow- 
ering. 
26", Italian Squill (Scilla Iulica), and Byzantine Squill (Scilla amoma, flowering. 
30, Starwort or Stickvvort (Stellaria Rolobtea), Wild Mrawbcrry (Fragaria vts- 
ca), Cow Parsley (Chcerophyllum Sylvestre), and Plantain leaved Crow- 
foot (Ranunculus amplexicaulis), flowering. 
May 2, Cultivated Hum (Prunus domestica) flowering. 

Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus) arrived and singing; Green veined White But- 
terfly (Papilio Napi) appearing. 

6, .White tin-oat (Miitacilla cinerea,) and Sedje Warbler (Motacilla Salicaria), 

arrived. 

7, Snowy Pear (Pyrus Botryapium) flowering. 
S, ^Nettle Butterfly (Papilio Urtica) appearing. 

9, Awl-leaved L^chnidea (Phlox subulata) flowering. 
JO, Smooth-leaved Spirea (Spirea lecvigata), and Elm-leaved Spirea {Spirea Ul- 

mifolia), flowering. 
11, Gentianella (Gentiana acaulis), and early purple Orchis (Orchis mascula), 

flowering. 



